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YEAR 12 LEAVERS WEEK � DATES 
Grievance 

MS A.R. MITCHELL (Kingsley) [9.47 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Police in his capacity as 
minister responsible for the Office of Crime Prevention. It relates to leavers week for year 12 students. Members 
would be well aware that tradition has developed of a leavers week for year 12 students, which occurs after the 
conclusion of exams and the school year. We are also well aware that this tradition has caused some concern in 
many years for the safety of both the students and the communities where these students tend to gather. Because 
of this, the Office of Crime Prevention became involved to address the issues associated with safety and the 
places involved and the students, which has been very important. It has been brought to my attention that there is 
a problem with the organisation of leavers week for 2009.  

I will go back a little. The Curriculum Council, the Office of Crime Prevention, the Rottnest Island Authority 
and the Shire of Busselton got together in April 2008 to set the dates for leavers week for 2008 and 2009. The 
dates they set for 2009 were 23 to 27 November. During 2008 the Office of Crime Prevention was advised by the 
Curriculum Council that it was a possibility that exams could clash with leavers week in 2009. This was 
confirmed in April 2009. This matter could not be finalised before then because the Curriculum Council needed 
to get the final student enrolments. There are now far more year 12 students completing exams and also a greater 
number of exams need to be conducted during this time.  

I understand that the Curriculum Council advised the Office of Crime Prevention that exams would not finish 
until 25 November, which was in the middle of leavers week. This means that there will be some confusion. My 
concern is that, despite this information being presented to the Office of Crime Prevention, and I assume the 
other stakeholders, nothing has taken place to resolve it. This problem has now been identified by students and 
schools and they are getting quite concerned. I will give a particular example. Woodvale Senior High School is 
in my electorate. It is a very good high school. The school proudly boasts that it has a 100 per cent graduation of 
their year 12 students. This year that school has about 280 year 12 students who will be graduating. The school 
has always had its graduation ceremony the day after the exams finish. This year it is planned for 26 November, 
which is the Thursday of leavers week. The year 12 students are very upset because obviously they want to 
participate in leavers week, do their exams and attend their graduation ceremony. Some people have said they 
could have leavers week later. They could, but they would not get the benefits of leavers week; that is, they 
would not be able to access accommodation outside those dates in those environments and the programs that are 
on offer for the safety and entertainment would not be available to them.  
We have some very anxious students and unfortunately it is taking their interest away from what they should be 
doing. The teachers and parents are now concerned about this situation because it is distracting the students from 
their work. The school is not sure about its graduation ceremony. I am now hearing from parents and teachers 
quite regularly, but still there is no resolution to the problem that exists. The concern is that there does not appear 
to be a willingness to address the problem. I ask the minister that a solution be obtained very quickly to address 
this issue to satisfy the people concerned.  

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys � Minister for Police) [9.51 am]: I thank the member for Kingsley for her 
grievance. The member is very passionate about this issue because it affects one of the high schools in her 
electorate. All members want to do what they can for their school leavers. Obviously, we want them to do the 
best they can in their academic achievements and the culmination of that is their exams, which will help 
contribute to their destiny. I suggest that that is probably more important than having a party, although I know 
that it is what young people do. I am fully in favour of them having a party. They deserve it after the study they 
put in.  
As Minister for Police I am responsible for the Office of Crime Prevention, which has organised not only the 
security but also the special events, including entertainment, to ensure that young people have a great time 
during leavers week.  
As the member rightly said the dates for leavers week were set over 12 months ago in consultation with the 
Curriculum Council of Western Australia. The dates met the requirements of all the stakeholders and were set. 
Accordingly, the Rottnest Island Authority, relevant local governments and accommodation providers put a line 
through the specified four days on the calendar to give preference to leavers. Leavers week has been operating 
for only a few years and it has been very successful.  

As the member said, unfortunately the Curriculum Council found it necessary to extend the exam period to cover 
all subjects and the Office of Crime Prevention was advised of this some months ago, but, as the member said, it 
was confirmed in April this year.  
Three options to resolve the problem were put forward. The options included setting three exams in one day, 
bringing forward the commencement of exams to 30 October or living with the clashing schedules. 
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Unfortunately, the Curriculum Council resolved that only the third option is appropriate. I have no control over 
the Curriculum Council. I will discuss this issue with the Minister for Education to see whether there is a way 
forward to address all the concerns to ensure that young people get the assistance they require with their exams. I 
am told that the problem is that there are so many more subjects that the time allocated to exams has been 
extended.  
The Curriculum Council�s priority is for year 12 students to finish their exams rather than focus on leaver 
celebrations. I expect that from an education organisation. That message must be included in the 
communications they have.  

I am told that the exams that will be held in the last two days are subjects for which very few students have 
enrolled. It is not possible to change the booking dates with accommodation providers because many of them 
have let accommodation either side of leavers week. They have kept that accommodation for the leavers and 
since they were notified of the relevant dates they would have let accommodation before and after that week. It 
is a problem.  

I know that the member for Kingsley, every member in this chamber and every parent would always put the 
priority on their children�s academic studies and exams, because they know that is important to their future. The 
result of their study and subsequent exams will provide them with the opportunity to either achieve gainful 
employment or go on to further education�tertiary or TAFE.  

I accept that it is a problem. I have asked the Office of Crime Prevention to investigate how the situation can be 
addressed this year. I am afraid I cannot give the member for Kingsley an answer today. I spoke briefly to the 
Minister for Education this morning prior to Parliament sitting and she is very happy to ascertain whether 
anything can be done to assist school leavers to ensure that they have not only the fun they deserve after a lot of 
hard studying, but also safe venues, security and entertainment in which to have that fun. Often the entertainment 
that is provided will lead them away from some of the more unpleasant antics that some of them get up to. In 
some instances alcohol is consumed in great quantities, and none of us would approve of that. There are other 
areas of safety to be considered when alcohol is involved. The intrusion into the festivities of leavers week by 
the toolies � 

Mr J.E. McGrath interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I am too old to be a toolie, but I do have a good memory. Toolies cause a lot of trouble. 
With the efforts of the Office of Crime Prevention and the additional police resources that go into leavers week, 
the police do a good job of extracting those undesirable over 18-year-old toolies who probably do not sit exams.  

I assure the member for Kingsley and the house that the police and the Office of Crime Prevention will do all 
they can to ensure that year 12 students have a leavers week. I will try to work something out with the Minister 
for Education and the Office of Crime Prevention. We know now that we can put in place a guarantee that for 
next year schoolies week will be set in stone.  
 


